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idea of granting or adjudicating a pension is abhorrent to the public in the view 
that it is a matter of policy there one way or another. It shoald be always a matter 
of justice and law. 

Mr. MuRTHY. Yes, sir; but you know men differ in their ideas of construction. 

The Chairman. But you do not mean to convey the idea that the rules are to he 
modi tied or that^ 

Mr. North WAY. Why not liberalize the construction of evidence? 

Mr. Murphy. Let me say this one thing: I have been in the Pension Office manv 
long years, since 1871, with the exception of four years during Mr. Harrison^ 
Adminidtration, and I have alwaye felt this way: A spirit of liberality brought the 
pension laws into existence, and they should be construed the same way, and aa loug 
as I remain there I shall so construe them. 

Mr. Northway. And we must remember that if so construed it must take a Ikrge 
aum of money. 

Mr. Murphy. And that is why I asked for the $140,000,000. 

The Chairman. If the policy that you have adopted since you became Commis- 
aioner of Pensions is pursued — that is, of going over these general cases and adjudi- 
cating where the cases are ripe for adjudication, without regard to the amount of 
money that may be due the pensioner, and a course pursued with a view of working 
oases off and have them adjudicated one way or another^if that course is pursued 
during the fiscal year 1898 you will require, in your judgment, $140,000,000 f 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. How many cases are still pending unadjudicatcdf 

Mr. Murphy. The number of claims pending the 30th of June, 1896, was 495,664. 

The Chairman. What was the number on the 30th of June, 1895 f 

Mr. Murphy. There were 56,546 less than that. Table No. 19 on page 53 will show 
ail that. It would be 552,210. 

The Chairman. In that fiscal year can you state where it states how many cases 
were adjudicated during the fiscal year ending July 1, 1896 f 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. There were 90,640 allowances last year. 

The Chairman. Then there must have been about 40,000 new cases f^ 

Mr. Murphy. There were 33,749 new claims of all kinds. 

The Chairman. Do you anticipate for the fiscal year 1898 that there will be as 
many new claims or that there will be a larger percentage of adjudicationn; which f 

Mr. Murphy. Tbere will be just as many new claims filed, because applications for 
increaseH are being filed constantly. Those are considered as new claims. 

The Chairman. You think for the fiscal year 1898 there wUl be as many new claims 
filed aH in the year of 1897 f 

Mr. Murphy. I think so, sir. 

The Chairman. You think tbere will be more adjudications? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir; I think there will be. 

The Chairman. Because of the fact the cases will have further testimony taken 
and be riper for adjudication, and that the time will be to the advantage of the 
applicant? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Of course it is getting time for them to have their pension if they 
are to have it during this liie. 

Mr. Murphy. They ought to get that. 

The Chairman. And for that reason and for the other reasons you think $140,000,000 
is necessary ? 

Mr. Murphy. I think it is necessary. 

The Chairman. Let nie ask yon in reference to some legislation which I think 
was passed by the Fifty-third Congress for tbe reinstatement of pensioners suspended. 
Was that practice enforced in the Bureau? 

Mr. Bluk. I see in tbe statement there have been comparatively few restorations. 

Mr. MuRPiiY. You refer, Mr. Stone, to the act of March 6, 1896? 

The Chairman. No; I refer to the act that was passed in the Fifty-third Congress, 
which is ns follows: 

"That no pension heretofore, or that may hereafter be, granted to any applicant 
therefor under any law of the United States authorizing the granting and payment 
of ])ension8 on application made and abjudicated upon shall be deeme<l and held 
by all ofiicers of the United States to be a vested right in the grantee to that extent 
that ]>nymeiit thereof shall not be withheld or suspended until, after due notice to 
the grantee of not less tban thirty days, tbe Commissioner of Pensions, after hearing 
all tlic evidence, shall decide to annul, vacate, modify, or set aside the decision u]>on 
which said pension was granted. Such notice t^ grantee must contain a full and 
true statement of any charges or allegations u})on which such decision granting such 
pension sbaUl be sought to be in any manner disturbed or modified.'^ 

Mr. Murphy. That does not restore any pension ; it simply provides that due notice 
shall be given. 
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The Chairman. That is trae that it does not restore any pension, hat it does pro- 
Ylde that no pension shall he suspended except on notice to the pensioner with a 
statement of the cause. 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir; that has heen strictly complied with hoth nnder Judge 
Lochren's a<lmini.stratioD and my own. 

The Chairman. I am not complaining of your administration and I do not espe- 
cially wish to reopen a controversy that has heen going on ever since; hut in the 
notices wliich were sent to pensioners is it not true that the fact of the cause of sus- 
pension was rather given generally insteatl of specifically f For instance, a pensioner 
who has a pension will receive a notice to the etlect, ''You are regarded as not pen- 
sionable/' but no reason would be given as to why and wherefore he was not. I have 
seen a number of such notices. 

Mr. MuKPUY. That was probably true of some time ago. 

The Chairman. I must say I never saw oue which would give real light to the 
pensioner, where the cause was given such as a pleading would declare the reason. 

Mr. MritPiiY. You have not seen the recent notices; they are very full. 

The Chairman. 1 understand, then, there has been an imt>rovement in these 
notices ? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir; .Tinlge Lochren did that himself before he went out. 

The Chairman. 1 am not asking who did it. Under the act of 1893 there was an 
intention embodied in it that the pensioner should have what might be called a day 
in court to show cause why his x>ension should not be suspended, but an it was, no 
notice ever declared anything intelligently to a pensioner, which is a Just ground of 
complaint for all those old soldiers. 

Mr. Murphy. Kach particular case stands upon its own foundation ; there are 
very few cases alike. 

The Chairman. They used to use blanks and say, '* You are not disabled in a pen- 
sionable degree.'' Now, what on earth would that convey to the man? 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Suppose a person has a pension on the ground of rheumatism and 
on the ground of defective hearing. Will a notice sent out to-day notifying him 
that wherea*8 his pension has heretofore been allowe<l on account of rheumatism and 
defective hearing, it now appears that he has neither? 

Mr. Murphy. It specifies the particular disability. 

Mr. NORTiiWAY. I never saw one but what stated in substance, " You are not dis- 
abled in a pensionable degree." That is equivalent to saying, '* We dry you up at 
once." 

The Chairman. Do I understand you to say to-day, when the Department reaches 
the conclusion that a man has survived his disability (as I understand such cases do 
occur), you state to him specitically just in what particular he has become non- 
pensionable ? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. And then give him opportunity to show cause? 

Mr, Murphy. He has a full and fair opportunity, and let me say further, there 
are very few of those cases coming up now. The revision was completed long since, 
and I sini]dy will not have any more while I am here. 

Mr. Bluk. I would like to ask this questitm now: One of the most general com- 
plaints that comes to me about this pension business is that there are numerous 
blanks sent out stating that this case is awaiting investigation or examination of 
witnesses at some particular point in the country, perhaps many hundred miles from 
where the applicant now resides. Many parties who write to me say that has been 
the kind of reply they have been receiving from the Pension Office for months and 
sometimes for years. Without criticising your action in the matter at all, will you 
please explain to us about that so we may understand if there is any impro])er prac- 
tices or if there is any advantag(» sought to be taken in any way in order to delay 
the granting of the pension in this way? 

Mr. Murphy. There is no such disposition at all; and let me say right here — you 
refer, I presume, to cases referred to the special examiners in the field? 

Mr. Blue. No, sir; not wholly. Of course there an blanks of that kind and they 
breed complaints, but there is another class which refers to some witnesses or some 
party, usually not giving the name of witnesses, at some county or town or locality 
somewhere in the country, perhaps in the State from which the soldier enlisted. 

Mr. Murphy. We will speak about the first class first. Some time ago it was dis- 
covered that the special-examination division was behind with its work to the extent 
of over 24,000 cases; that is, there were 24,000 cases in arrears in that division with 
about 315 men to handle those cases in the field. They have been doing their best 
to get it up and it has been reduced to 15,000, and we will still get it down. That is 
the first class of cases referred to — cases in the field. The other class, 1 presume, is 
where the office is awaiting response to some inquiry made of witnesses in case. 
Y'ou know for many years — as long ago as twenty-five years, to my own knowledge — 
in taking up the claims the examiner would read the testimony, and his duty was to 



PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 7 

correspond with the witnesses unless the case was perfectly clear and correct. If 
the records of the War Department showed that the disahilitics that the man claimed 
were received in the service there was very littl ecorrespondence. but the examiner 
would take all the affidavits and read them over cai'efully, ana if there was any- 
thing out of the way he would write a letter to that man asking him to explain it 
and to tell fully all he knew about the claim for disability. 

That may be the class of cases you are referring to, and I presume it is. Many 
cases await response to their inquiries to tcHt the value of affidavits we have on file. 
Then, again, we want to know something about the character of the witnesses, as to 
whether they are creditable people, aud that sometimes delays a case. We write to 
postmasters and different officials throughout the country to know whether so and so 
are reliable persons. If the answer comes back yes, we accept the statement. That 
is no new practice in the Pension Office ; that is an old-time practice. 

Mr. Blue. Now, in that connection you readily understand that so far as the appli- 
cant iM concerned he is powerless to do anything to aid that sort of an investigation? 

Mr. MuKPHY. Yes. 

Mr. Bluk. He is in utter darkness so far as knowing who the parties you are seek- 
ing to investigate are or what tiie subject of investigation specifically may bet 

Mr. Murphy. Yes. 

Mr. Blur. Now I have in mind several instances; I do not know that I can call the 
names of the applicants now, but I have in mind some instances in which the party 
would receive two and sometimes three and maybe more communications from the 
Pension Department of a similar character indicating that the matter had been 
delayed from month to month and sometimes into year«, giving the same reply, that 
it was being investigated at that point. If you know anything about abuses or 
neglect in that direction I would like to hear what you have to say about that. 

Mr. Murphy. About the s]»ecial examination branch, I have explained that. There 
is ji delay there which we can not help and we are pulling up. Ab to the other, I 
am cutting off the red ta]>e as much ns possible, and I have instructed the clerks not 
to make any calls in regard to the credibility of witnesses more than they can pos- 
sibly help, but it becomes necessary in some cases to find out something about the 
witnesses, because it would not do to pay out money on the ex parte testimony we 
get there. 

Mr. Blue. I am not finding fault about that, but what I am seeking to do is to get 
information so, if possible, we may correct it if any correction is necessary, so that 
the Department shall not indetiuitel}' postpone the matter. 

Mr. MuKPHY. There is no intention to postpone anything. Now I want to call 
attention to a statement in this report hen^: 

"It is my purpose that every claim shall receive a fair, speedy, and impartial 
determination, but I must exact of those having business with the Bureau a com- 
pliance with the necessary rub^s and salutary regulations." 

Now, the Pension Office is conducted, I think, as a business institution, but there 
will be complaints 

Mr. Blue. 1 have no fault with you. 

Mr. Murphy. There will be complaints, you know. 

Mr. Nohthway. Is not this true: Dift'erent cases fall into different clerks' hands, 
and two clerks might look at the evidence submitted in a dift'erent light; one clerk 
might be teclmicaland the other not, and say the technical clerk writes a letter — 
you can not read all of them? 

Mr. Mi'RPHY. No; it is a physical impossibility. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. And say that clerk sends out a lett4?r which may be as foolish as 
possible in its demand for evidence. Now in that way is it not true there are diverse 
holdings, apparently, and diverse requirements? 

Mr. 5luRPHY. In the same case? 

Mr. NoKTHWAY. In difi'eront cases, but involving the same case. 

Mr. MunpHY. That will last as long as men haVe different judgments. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. As it is, there arc clerks there who impose hardships in sending 
out letters ? 

Mr. Murphy. I have no doubt that is true. 

Mr. North WAY. Of course the I)e])artment is blamed for it. 

Mr. Murphy. But you can not make all men think alike. Unfortunately we have 
not got in the Pension Office such a class of clerks as I would like to see there. We 
have many old, decrepit people unfitted for work. We have people there (I do not 
know how they got in) who are unfitted for the work. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Here is the case of a mother who has been drawing a pension on 
account of the death of her son, who was a soldier. Now, of course, all the neces- 
sary proof had been made, showing enlistment, service, and death of the soldier. 
Now the mother dies and the father ajiplies. Why, then, is there a necessity of 
compelling the father to make the same proof f 

Mr. Mi:rphy. That is not the requirement at all. There may be a case where 
some stupid examiner did such a thing. 



Hr. NOBTHWA.T. I. sent out a letter yesterday in the cam of a vman 90 yean ol^y 
Horace Oiddings, whose wife was drawing a pension on aoooont of the death of heir 
SOB, and the leiiter contained two leqniremeuts on his part — first, the proof of the 
marriage to his wife; his disahility ; and second, the proof of the death of the son; 
.and yet they had on record the proof of the death of tlie son. 

Hr. Murphy. That is simply the stupidity of some clerk, and I will thank yon to 
,send it back. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Of coarse, the proof Is on file that the son had died. 

Mr. Blue. In regard to these cases where you seek witnesses at different points in 
the country, is there not some limit, some stopping ])lace where you can finally end 
that fruitless effort and let the applicant either be pensioned or else let him under- 
stand fully what you want to get to further establish the fsct that he is seeking to 
prove? 

Mr. MuKPHV. And I am trying to find that stopping place. 

Mr. Blue. That is one of the things I would like to have fixed. 

Mr. Mi:i{PiiY. I will try to fix that, and 1 have been inquiring into that matter 
myself. I do not want cases hung up iudofiuitely. 

Mr. Blue. You spoke awhile ago about the general law. What did yon mean by 
thatf 

Mr. MuRPiiY. 1 referred to cases filed under the old pension law, before the act of 
June, 1890 ; cases filed under acts prior to 1890. 

Mr. Blue. I understood it, but I wanted to get it in the record. And your 
experience there indicates to yon that a very large number of the cases pending 
under the old law wore sidetracked after the law of 1890 went into effect f 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Blue. Another question. Is there any disposition In the Department to delay 
a claim under the old law by reason of the large amount it takes to pay itf 

Mr. MuKPHY. Not in the slightest, sir. 

Mr. Blue. It is the purpose of the office while it is under your control to acUust 
and allow a claim witnout regard to the amount involved if it is a proper claimT 

Mr. Murphy. If the amount is $100 or $1,000,000 it will go through, as far as I am 
concerned, if it is proper to go through. 

The Chairman. And you indicate these cases judicially, the same as a judjge,in 
your efforts to determine wheUier a man is entitled under the law to a pension or 
not purely and simply f 

Mr. Murphy. Yes. 

The Chairman. The impression, yon know, has been throughout the country that 
there wan some disposition to allow the inadequacy of revenue and deficiency in the 
Treasury to induence the a<lj udication of these pension claims, but so far as you are 
concerned since you became Commissioner of Pensions that has not operated at allf 

Mr. Murphy. Not in the slightest, and I do not think it was evei* justified. 

The Chairman. It is just as much our purpose and desire to relieve oppression or 
wrong done against the Pension Bureau as it is to criticise, but that impression pre- 
vailed, however. 

Mr. Bluk. Do increasing years of these old soldiers have anything to do with the 
increase in the amount necessary to meet the pension law f In other words, as they 
grow older do tiieir disabilities increase and does it require more money to meet 
tnemf 

Mr. Mi'RPHY. Oh, yes; that is very true in a large number of cases. 

Mr. Blue. And that is an element in keeping this amount up to $140,000,000 f 

Mr. Murphy. Yes. 

The Chairman. You think that the increancd disabilities of peuHioners, which 
increase will be rei'Ouii»ensed by increaHcd pensions when they apply and their merits 
are shown, will in a few years keep pace; that is, add as much to the ^tension rolls as 
the deaths will decreas<' it? 

Mr. Murphy. I do not know about that, as I can only guess at that, but I should 
think so from the calls to-day. It is unquestionably an element, but just how much 
it is nobody can say approximately. 

Mr. Hluk. But the deaths of pensioners do not always lessen the amount of money 
required to meet the demands of the Pension Bureau because the children and heirs 
may increase the pensions ? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Blue. Are you able to state how many men who served in the army in the 
war for the Union now living have never applied for pensions? 

Mr. Murphy. I do not know that 1 can, but an estimate was made by Colonel 
Ains worth, Chief of the Keeord and Pension Division, War Department, which 1 think 
is as nearly accurate as can be made, and he bases the estiniatti upon a great deal of 
data which he has at command. I think be stat-ed in a report to the Secretary of 
War or ( 'ongress a year or two ago that there were 300,000 such men who have never 
yet applied. I may be wrong, but I think it is something like that. It is a matter 
to which I have not given any attention of late. 



3ftr. Blx7S. A»9k matter of fftct some of tbase mon are applying from time to time 
ier peneiens and iUing new appUcatlo&sf 

Mf. MujBpht. Yes, wi they are gettij^g •fddAr. I think the average age of the 
#jVTivoni of ithe war is ai>oat 60. 

Mr. Blub. And the chancre are a very large portion of those men will apply in tho 
jiext £»w ii^eRn for a pension f 

Mr. Murphy. Probahly so. 

Mr. Blub. That is also another element in ^gurins this question of the amount of 
money you think should be put into this appropriation f 

Mr. MURPHY. Yes. sir. 

The Chairman. Go to the next item, for fees and expenses o^ examining Burgeons. 
Why do you leave out the language in brackets "And each member of such examin- 
ing board, etc. f '' 

Mr. Murphy. We want that in. I think it is a very proper tiling to be in there. 

The Chairman. Now, as to the amount of the estimate of $760,000. I see on pace 
28 of the Commissioner's repent that for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896, the 
amount appropriated was $800,00(t, and that the amount disbursed bv United States 
nension agents was $491,52^.67, and that the balance remaining in the hands of the 
United Stetes pension agents was $58,476.33. J believe the payments to surgeons are 
lOMMle through the agents f 

Mr. MUBPHY. Yes. 

The Chairman. Nowtiie balance remaining in the United States Treasury was 
$250,029, so that if we presume that the balance remaining in the hands of the 
.agents was subsequently paid to the surgeons there is still a balance unexpended 
of $250,000! 

Mr. Murphy. But let me say that for the quarter ending June 30, 1896, the agents 
would have to pay the surgeons for that particular quarter, and that has not been 
counted there. 

The Chairman. This is for the disbursements for the fiscal year up to June 30, 
1896 f 

Mr. Murphy. But the accounts had not been rendered for that quarter for those 
surgeons. 

The Chairman. Suppose you add that to the amount paid for the fiscal year of 
1896, you would still have a large amouut of money f 

Mr. Murphy. Yes. 

The Chairman. Take the amount expended and the amount in the hands of 
agents, which is $491,523 minus $58,476, and add the $181,063, and you have a balance 
of over $70,000! 

Mr. Murphy. Yes. 

The Chairman. Now, you have asked for $750,000! 

Mr. Murphy. I asked for that simply for the reason 1 believe more cases will be 
handled during the next fiscal year than last, and that more examinations will 
be ordered before the board of surgeons. 

The Chairman. This table does not state the amount expended during the fiscal 
year 1895. 

Mr. Murphy. The former report will show that. 

Mr. Blub. You think that $750,000 will be necessary for the next fiscal year! 

Mr. Murphy. I thought so when I made the estimate. I probably could get 
along with $700,000. 

Mr. Blub. 1 will say that amount always seemed very large to me. 

Mr. Murphy. It is unquestionably very lar^^e. 

Mr. Blub. If you can get along with $700,000, so far as I am personally concerned 
I wish j^ou would. 

Mr. Murphy. I think I can get along with that. 

The Chairman. The item of salaries of eighteen agents for the payment of pen- 
sions at $4,000 each is fixed by law. 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir; that is fixed by law. 

The Chairman. The next item is for clerk hire. What about those brackets 
there! 

Mr. Blub. Had not that better remain as it is! 

Mr. Murphy. That had better remain as it is. I have been trying to carry out 
that proviso of the law there, and only recently I have called for the resiguation of 
six or seven clerks at the New York pension agency because I find since the aboli- 
tion of personal payments the large force they had there was not required. 1 found 
that New York had, I thiuk, forty-one clerks with 59,0(X) pensioners on the roll, while 
your agency (speaking to Mr. Northway) at Columbus had double the amount of 
. pensiouers and ten less clerks, ho I am trying to equalize that iu accordance with 
that provision. I have also dropped out two clerks from the Boston agency. 

The Chairman. But 1 see you ask for the same amount. Can not you get along 
with less! 
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Mr. MuRPHT. My intention is to raise some of the lower-class clerks to a higher 
salary. Borne of those clerks get $600. That salanr is not adequate for good service 
for a ffood clerk, and I proxiose to raise those to $720, and those of $840 to $900; and 
I think that would he better, so as to get good serrioe. That is my intention, 
anyhow. 

The Chaibuan. HaTe yon figured on that! Do yon not think that conld be 
reduced a little? 

Mr. Murphy. I hardlv think that oould be reduced. 

The Chaikman. You nave relieved the Department of how many clerks? 

Mr. MuKPUY. Six at New York and two at Boston. 

The Chairman. Anywhere else? 

Mr. Murphy. No. 

The Chairman. What were they? 

Mr. McRPHY. They were of different grndes. 

The Chairman. What is the average? 

Mr. Murphy. I can say about $750 per annum, probably. 

The Chairman. Is that all you have been enabled to reduce? 

Mr. Murphy. That is all. 

The Chairman. Are you able to do away with any more anywhere else? 

Mr. Murphy. I think uot, Hir. As I say, the agency in Mr. Northway's State is 
doing bard work, but they get along very well, although they work hard, and I can 
utilize that little )>alaiice by rai.sing the salary of the lower-class clerks, because we 
have really a good agency ser\'ice. 

The Chairman. You have no intention of requiring the resignation of any more 
clerks at these agencies and do not anticipate any during the next fiscal year? 

Mr. Murphy. No, Hir. 

The Chairman. Take up the item of fuel at $250. Did you haye enough money 
last year? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. You think that is all you will want this year? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Blue. For lights you ask $500, which is less than it was before. 

The Chairman. Did you have enough money? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. And you do not want any more? 

Mr. Mt'rphy. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Go to the item for stationery and other necessary expenses. What 
are those other expenses; contingent expenses? 

Mr. Murphy. They are contingent expenses, file cases, etc. 

The Chairman. Ib that discretionary with the Commissioner? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Bluk. We cut that some last year. 

Mr. Murphy. Let me say, I want to have $5,000 more there, because at some of the 
agencies there is sometimes an emergency which must be met quickly. They may 
want to eiiii>loy a clerk two weeks or two months and we have not time to go to the 
Civil Service for one. 

The Chairman. Then the words *' exclusive of clerical services" 

Mr. Murphy. I would like for you to cut that paragraph out. 

Mr. Bluk. At the time we looked into that before w^e thought that was necessary 
to go in there because of the fact, as I remember, we thought it was subject to abuse 
in the hiring of extra clerks without a limit practically. 

The CiiAiitMAN. Have you the rijj:ht to hire extra clerks in cases of emergency 
without going to the Civil Service Conunission? 

Mr. Murphy. No, sir; and let me say when you formulated this bill last year the 
rule was then to employ a temporary force in all agencies at payment time for some 
days, and these temporary clerks were abolished by order of Secretary Smith and 
Comiiiissioner Loehren, and 1 found myself hampered and the agents complained 
that they had not enough people to'do the work. Take the city of Pittsburg, where 
they are delayed in making payments because they were very much cramped. 

The Chairman. Let us get to understand it fully. You say that at the time of the 
framing and drafting of this proviso of last year the Commissioner had the power, 
or at least exercised it, to employ temporary labor in an emergency? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Now, is that power gone by virtue of any order so you can not 
exercise it ? 

Mr. Mi'RPHY. I can not, for the reason after the Secretary abolished it the Civil 
Service Commission came in and put its foot upon it, as the rules forbid the employ- 
ment of clerks. 

Mr. Blue. In that connection, how do yon get these extra clerks, if yon have any? 

Mr. Murphy. I can not get them at all now. 
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Mr. Blub. What objection do yon have to having this inf 

Mr. MuKPHY. I want that stricken ont. You see at this agency in the city here 
at the last payment the abolition of the temporary clerks worked a great hardship 
upon the agency and they were unable to make the payments in proper time, and I 
oonld not even give him a laborer for five or three days. 

Mr. Blue. There ought to be an approving power somewhere in regard to these 
extra services. It ought not to be left alone to the discretion of the agents at a 
particular point. 

The Chairman. It never was. 

Mr. Blue. I understand you want that to go outf 

Mr. Murphy. I want the thing to stand. 

Mr. Blue. I misunderstood you, then. 

The Chairman. How do you want that? 

Mr. Murphy. I want that paragraph left out. 

Mr. Blue. I understood that you wanted that left out. 

The CiiAiKMAN. And you want how much! 

Mr. MuHPHY. Thirty-five thousand dollars. 

The Chaiijmax. Will you let us take that out of this clerk hire at agencies? 

Mr. MuitPHY. Oh, no. I gave you $50,000 off the examining surgeons. 

Mr. Bluk. Do you want anything more taken out of this than simply the words 
"exclusive of clerical services"! 

Mr. Murphy. Let the whole paragraph go out. 

The Chairman. If that is stricken out it enables you to hire labor for a week or 
two weeks if the emergency arises? 

Mr. Blue. That will not give these agencies any power at all, but will leave that 
matter simply to you ? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir; to the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. You are asking an increase of $5,000 over your estimate? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Blue. As you stated, if we drop this entirely out and increase this to $35,000 
that would simply give you discretion to increase this force temporarily when abso- 
lutely necessary? 

Mr. Murphy. Yes, temporarily. 

Mr. Blue. And that it would not empower the local pension agent to employ addi- 
tional force without your sanrtion? 

Mr. Murphy. Oh, no ; this fund is at the disposal of the Commissioner of Pensions. 

The Chairman. Now, in the matter of rent, you estimated $25,81^. 

Mr. Murphy. I should like that increased to $26,130, for I need an additional room 
at a rental of $300 at Topeka, Kans., as the present quarters are cramped and 
inadequate. 

The Chairman (to the clerk). Ih there anything you can suggest, Mr. Courts? 

The Clkrk. Nothing I think of unless you might ask about the new public build- 
ings coming into existence, which would relieve the expense of rental. 

Sir. Murphy. I made an effort to get a room in the new public building at Detroit 
and failed. The Secretary of the Treasurj' refused to let us have quarters for our 
agency, and we were compelle<l to hire quarters and pay rent. 

Mr. Blue. We had that matter before us and the opinion was in a year 

Mr. Murphy. There is nothin*: now. 

Mr. Blue. Will there be before the year expires? 

Mr. Mukphy. 1 do not know when this post-oflBce building will be completed. I 
understand we can have (quarters in it for the pension agency. I do not know of 
any other public building. 

Mr. Blue. Is not there a building in New York which can be used? 

Mr. Mi'RPHY. Tliat is a building for appraisers' stores, but it will not be avail- 
able, and we have to rent a place in New York to-day at a high rental. Now, about 
the pension agencies I want to make a suggestion to you gentlemen. 1 will not be 
at the Pension Ottice very long probably perhaps, and next year if you are in Con- 
gress you can think of the advisability of consolidating some of these agencies. 
There is the agency at Augusta, Me.; Concord, N. H., and Boston, Mass., which 
should be consolidated. 

Mr. Blue. Have you stated anything in your report about that? 

Mr. Murphy. They should be consolidated. 

The Chairman. Are they fixed by statute? 

Mr. Murphy. No, sir; by Executive order of the President. He has the right to 
reduce the number of agencies, but not to increase them. Those three agencies 
should be put into one. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Would it work a hardship? 

Mr. MuRPHT. Not a bit; but you would hear from Maine and New Hampshire. 
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